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Abstract 

One of the important factors in the success of learning is the 
selection of media that is in accordance with the teaching 
material. Based on the results of observations in class X-5 of 
SMA Negeri 6 Malang, it was found that the ability to write 
student biographical texts is still low. Students have 
difficulty in developing ideas systematically and using the 
right language according to the biographical structure. To 
overcome these problems, this study applies the media of 
idol figures in learning to write biographical texts. This 
study is a Kemmis and McTaggart model class action 
research which was carried out in two cycles and involved 
36 students in class X-5 as research subjects. Data were 
collected through a biographical writing test conducted 
before and after the action, then analyzed quantitatively 
using SPSS 27 to calculate the average score. The results 
showed that the average score of students before the action 
was 72.69. After the implementation of idol figure media, 
the average score increased to 78.47 in the first cycle and 
85.61 in the second cycle. These results prove that the use of 
idol media is effective in improving students' biographical 
text writing skills. The implication is that the media of idol 
figures can be recommended as an alternative learning 
strategy to improve students' writing skills in secondary 
school. 
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Introduction 

Writing skills are one of the important components in the development of 

literacy in the 21st century that must be possessed by the global community, including 

in Indonesia. Writing not only serves as a means of written communication, but also as 

a medium for critical thinking, conveying ideas, and structuring information logically. 

In the context of national education, the Independent Curriculum places literacy as one 

of the main competencies that students must master. One of them is through 

strengthening writing skills as part of integrated language skills. The 2022 Programme 

for International Student Assessment (PISA) data shows that the literacy ability of 

Indonesian students is still below the OECD average, especially in the aspect of reading 

and writing literacy, which indicates the importance of improving writing skills in the 

secondary school environment (Kemendikbudristek, 2023). 

In the field, students' writing skills, especially at the high school level, still face 

various obstacles. Many students have difficulty in developing ideas and ideas into 

systematic, logical, and linguistic writing. In addition, students' motivation in writing 

also tends to be low because learning is still dominated by lecture methods without 

involving interesting learning media. Research by Suprayogi et al. (2021) and Dama 

Yanti et al. (2021) shows that the main challenges in learning to write lie in students' 

low structured thinking skills, the accuracy of language use, and the lack of learning 

innovations that encourage students to write actively. 

One type of text in Indonesian lessons that requires complex writing skills is 

biographical texts. Biographical texts occupy an important position in the high school 

curriculum because in addition to training descriptive and narrative writing skills, these 

texts also teach exemplary values through the life stories of inspirational figures. In 

accordance with the learning outcomes in class X, students are expected to be able to 

write biographical texts by paying attention to structure, linguistic rules, and interesting 

and informative presentations. However, writing a biography text requires special 

competence because students must be able to dig up information, arrange the flow of 

events, and choose the right diction and sentences so that the character's life story can 

be presented systematically and easily understood. 

The results of initial observations carried out in class X-5 of SMA Negeri 6 Malang 

show that students' biographical text writing skills are still relatively low. From the 

results of the pretest, it is known that most students have not reached the Minimum 

Completeness Criteria (KKM) score that has been set, which is 75. The main difficulties 

faced by students are the inability to assemble information about the characters into 

complete writing, errors in the placement of text structures, the use of improper 

spelling, and the lack of appropriate vocabulary. Another influencing factor is the lack 

of interesting learning media that is able to stimulate students' interest in writing. 
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To overcome these problems, this study offers a solution through the use of idol 

media in learning biographical texts. The media of idol figures was chosen because it 

can psychologically build an emotional closeness between students and the object of 

writing, making it easier to spark ideas and increase motivation to write. In addition, 

personal connection to the idolized figure is believed to encourage students to be more 

enthusiastic in compiling biographies and exploring the life stories of their chosen 

characters. The use of this media is expected to be an effective stimulus in helping 

students understand the concept of biographical texts while improving their writing 

skills. 

Several previous studies support the effectiveness of the use of idol media in 

learning to write. A study by Nuryani et al. (2020) shows that students' average writing 

scores increase significantly after learning using idol figure media. Another study by 

Panjaitan and Rosmiati (2022) also stated that the use of similar media can improve 

students' motivation and quality of writing in writing biographical texts. However, most 

of the research has not integrated the selection of characters that are relevant to 

students' interests and aspects of visualization of characters through image media, so 

there is still room to contribute to the development of more contextual methods. 

The uniqueness of this research lies in the application of idol figure media that 

is tailored to the interests and preferences of students, and supported by visualization 

of images of characters displayed during the learning process. Students are given the 

opportunity to choose idol figures from various fields, such as sports, art, politics, to 

heroes, who can build personal connections and increase their enthusiasm in writing. 

The integration of character images is expected to not only help students understand 

the character of the character, but also make it easier for them to compile biographical 

information in a concise and interesting manner. 

Based on this background, this study aims to determine the effectiveness of idol 

figure media in improving the biographical text writing skills of students in grades X-5 

of SMA Negeri 6 Malang. In addition, this research is expected to contribute to the 

development of creative and contextual media-based learning strategies, so that it can 

be an alternative solution for teachers in overcoming the problem of low writing skills 

of students in schools. Practically, the results of this research are useful for students in 

improving writing skills, for teachers in developing effective learning methods, and for 

the development of learning media based on students' interests. 

Method 

This study employed the Classroom Action Research (CAR) method using the 

Kemmis and McTaggart model, consisting of four cyclical stages: planning, action, 

observation, and reflection, aimed at improving students' biographical text writing 

skills. The subjects were 36 students of class X-5 SMA Negeri 6 Malang, selected through 
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purposive sampling based on their low previous biographical writing scores. The 

research was conducted over three weeks in the even semester, from February 19 to 27, 

2025, in two cycles. Each cycle involved preparing lesson plans, teaching materials, idol 

figure media (images in Cycle I and videos in Cycle II), observation sheets, and writing 

tests. Actions included applying idol figure media to support writing activities, while 

observations captured teacher and student engagement using standardized observation 

sheets. Data were collected through observations and biographical text writing tests 

(pretest and posttest) to measure students' skills before and after the intervention. The 

test instruments were validated by two Indonesian language education experts and 

analyzed quantitatively using percentage improvement and completeness formulas, 

with individual completeness set at a score of 75 and classical completeness at a 

minimum of 85% of students achieving the KKM. Observation results were analyzed 

based on predetermined implementation categories. All research procedures were 

directed at ensuring improvements in learning outcomes through the use of idol figure 

media in biographical text writing instruction. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Results 

The learning media used in the teaching and learning process certainly affects the 

learning outcomes of students. In writing a biography, the first step that students take 

is to choose the character to be written, then collect important information about their 

life journey. The information includes important events in the character's life as well as 

exemplary values that can be learned from him. Therefore, in learning to write a 

biography text, students need to understand how important events in the character's 

life occur in sequence. In order for learning goals to be achieved more easily, teachers 

need to design learning that makes it easier for students to understand and organize 

biographical texts well.  

In its implementation, the test was carried out three times, starting from the initial 

cycle, then continuing with cycle I, and ending with cycle II. Initially, the results of 

writing a biography in the initial cycle did not meet the expected criteria. Therefore, 

action planning was carried out to overcome these problems.  

Solving this problem is carried out through two cycles, where each cycle consists 

of four stages, namely design, implementation, observation, and reflection. At first, 

students did not use learning media. However, in the process, they began to be given 

media in the form of idol figures as a reference.  

In the first cycle, some students still experienced confusion in writing ideas based 

on the idol they chose. Although their value has increased compared to the initial cycle, 

the results are still not optimal because there are still many who have not reached the 

expected target.  
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Therefore, in cycle II, teachers are more detailed in utilizing the media of idol 

figures and are more active in accompanying students who are experiencing difficulties. 

In addition, the teacher also guides and directs them to be able to write a biography 

better based on the idol figure they have chosen. The provision of this media turns out 

to have an influence on students' learning outcomes during the learning process. 

Table 1. Early Biographical Writing Score (Before treatment) 

Value Number of Students Presentase Criteria  

65-69 7 19,4 % Less Talk  

70-75 19 52,2 % Enough Talk  

76-85 7 22,3% Speak  

86-100 2 5,6 % Very Talkative  

 

A total of 7 students got scores in the range of 65 to 69, which is equivalent to 

19.4% of all students. They are included in the "less capable" category, while there are 

19 students who get a score between 70 to 75, or around 52.2% of the total students, and 

they are included in the category of "Quite capable.", while there are 7 students who get 

a score between 76 to 80 with a percentage of 22.3%, with the criteria of "Competent", 

and there are 2 students who get a score between 81 to 90 with a percentage of 5.6% 

with the very capable category.  

 
Chart 1. Pre-Cycle Value 

In the initial learning cycle, students still have difficulty in writing biographies. 

They have not been able to compose sentences according to the correct structure, so 

the content of the biography they write is not clear and difficult to understand. In 

addition, they also experience obstacles in using linguistic elements appropriately, do 
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not present a complete biographical structure, and pay less attention to spelling and 

punctuation.  

 To overcome these problems, improvements were made through two 

learning cycles. Each cycle consists of four stages, namely planning, implementation, 

observation, and reflection. The following is an assessment rubric for students' writing 

in the first cycle.  

Table 2. Biography Writing Score Cycle 1 (After Treatment Using Idol Character Media) 

Value Number of Students Presentase Criteria  

65-69 2 5,6 % Less Talk  

70-75 11 30,5 % Enough Talk  

76-85 16 44,4% Speak  

86-100 7 19,5 % Very Talkative  

 

Based on the results of the table, it can be seen that students' writing skills in 

compiling biographies vary. In the early stage, there were 7 students (19%) who obtained 

scores between 65-69, which were classified as incompetent. Meanwhile, as many as 19 

students (52.2%) got a score between 70-75, which is included in the category of quite 

capable.  

 
Chart 2. Cycle I Value 

After improvements were made in the first cycle, students' writing ability showed 

improvement. There was an increase in the score between 65-69 which initially went 

from 7 students to 2 students in cycle 1. A total of 11 students (30.5%) got a score between 

70-75, which is still in the category of quite capable. Then, 16 students (44.4%) achieved 

a score of 76–85 and were categorized as capable. Meanwhile, 7 students (19.5%) 
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obtained the highest score, namely 86–100, which was included in the very capable 

category.  

Based on the results of observations and tests, it was found that the research 

indicators had not been achieved optimally. Therefore, researchers try to find the 

causative factors and reflect. Some students are still not active in writing biographies 

using the media of idol figures.  

To overcome this, in cycle II, the researcher provides a more in-depth, detailed 

explanation, as well as directing and guiding students who experience difficulties. From 

the analysis of cycle I, it can be seen that there are still shortcomings that need to be 

corrected. Therefore, cycle II is carried out so that learning outcomes can be more 

optimal. The following is the assessment rubric for cycle II.  

Table 3. Biography Writing Score Cycle II (After Using Idol Character Media) 

Value  Number of Students  Presentase  Criteria 

65-69  0  0 %  Less Talk  

 

Based on the data in table 4, it can be concluded that students' writing ability in 

compiling biographies based on linguistic structure and rules has increased in cycle II 

compared to the previous cycle. No students obtained scores in the range of 65-69, 

which is included in the category of incompetent. A total of 2 students (5.6%) got a score 

between 70-75, which is included in the category of quite capable. Then, as many as 14 

students (38.8%) obtained scores in the range of 76-85, which were classified as capable. 

Meanwhile, 20 students (55.6%) achieved scores of 86–100, which was categorized as 

very capable.  

 
Chart 3. Cycle II Value 
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Based on the table and chart above, it can be seen that at the end of cycle II, almost all 

students have succeeded in writing biographical texts with the help of idol figures well. 

This can be seen from the number of students who achieved high scores, which was 34 

people.  

 

Table 4. Final Score Recapitulation of Initial Cycle, Cycle I, and Cycle II Biography 

Writing 

No Value Pretest Cycle I Cycle II 

1. 65-69 19,4 % 5,6 % 0 % 

2. 70-75 52,2 % 30,5 % 5,6 % 

3. 76-85 22,3% 44,4% 38,8% 

4. 86-100 5,6 % 19,5 % 55,6 % 

 

Based on the data in table 5, it can be concluded that students' writing skills have 

increased from the initial cycle to cycle II. In the initial cycle, there were still 19.4% of 

students who obtained scores in the range of 65-69. However, in cycle I it decreased to 

5.6% and II, no more students got a score below 65. On the other hand, the number of 

students who got a score of 70-75 actually decreased. In the initial cycle, as many as 52% 

of students were in this category. However, in the first cycle the figure decreased to 

30.5%, and in the second cycle it decreased to 5.6%. Meanwhile, the number of students 

who got a score of 76-85 has increased. In the initial cycle, as many as 22.3% of students 

obtained grades in this category. This figure increased to 44.4% in the first cycle, while 

to 38.8% in the second cycle. Meanwhile, in the initial cycle, only 5.6% of students 

obtained scores in the range of 86–100, then increased in the first cycle, with a 

percentage of 19.5%, and in the second cycle it rose again to 55.6%.  

Students' biographical writing abilities have improved, as shown in the following 

diagram. Based on the data in table 4, it can be concluded that the students' writing 

ability score in terms of biographical linguistic structure and rules in cycle II increased 

compared to the initial cycle and cycle I. No students obtained scores in the range of 1–

50, which is included in the category of incompetent. Meanwhile, as many as 4 students 

or 11% of the total students got scores in the range of 51-75, which is included in the 

category of quite capable.  

At the end of cycle II, the results of the study showed that almost all students 

had achieved the set KKTP. This indicates an increase in the ability to write a biography. 

If you look at the data in table 4, it can be concluded that the students' writing ability 

scores, especially in terms of the structure and rules of biographical linguistics, have 

increased compared to the initial cycle and cycle I. No students obtained scores in the 

range of 65-69, which is classified as less capable. Meanwhile, as many as 2 students or 

around 5.6% got a score between 70-75, which was categorized as quite capable.  
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Entering the second cycle, the learning treatment was adjusted and improved 

based on the results of reflection and evaluation from the first cycle. Teachers are 

starting to implement more varied, interactive, and innovative learning strategies to 

answer previously encountered obstacles. Some of the improvement efforts were made, 

for example, by using picture and picture media, playing biographical videos of idol 

figures, group discussions to develop ideas, and providing more intensive guidance in 

the writing process. The learning in this second cycle is more student-centered by 

actively involving them in various collaborative activities. The treatment provided aims 

to improve the motivation, skills, and quality of students' writing. As a result, the 

student's biographical writing became more structured, complete, and interesting, and 

showed an improvement compared to the first cycle.  

Based on the results of observations during the process of learning to write a 

biography, starting from the planning stage to cycle II, there was a significant increase. 

The students have been able to develop their ideas and thoughts in writing biographies 

better. After the initial cycle, there was an increase of 5.78%. Then, in cycle II, their 

achievement increased to 85.61%, which means there was an additional increase of 

7.47% from cycle I.  

The success indicator of the second action is the ability of students to achieve or 

exceed the score of the Learning Objective Completeness Criteria (KKTP) that has been 

set, which is 75. For more details, the results of students' achievements can be seen in 

the following recapitulation table.  

 

Table 5. Student Completeness Recapitulation 

Siklus Acquisition Increased 

Pretest 72,69% - 

Cycle I 78,47% 5,78% 

Cycle II 85,61% 7,47% 

 

Table 6. Criteria 

Criteria 
Number of Students 

Pretest Cycle I Cycle II 

Conclusion 11 23 34 

Incomplete 25 13 2 

Sum 36 36 36 

Discussion 
Based on the data from the research, the application of idol media has proven to 

be effective in improving students' ability to write biographical texts. This is shown by 

an increase in the average score from the pretest stage by 72.69% to 78.47% in the first 

cycle, and increased again to 85.61% in the second cycle. This increase reflects the 
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positive influence of the use of idol media on students' learning outcomes, in line with 

Vygotsky's view in the theory of social constructivism which states that learning will be 

more meaningful if it is associated with real experiences and contexts that are close to 

students' lives (Vygotsky, 1978). In this case, idol figures chosen according to students' 

interests can be an effective stimulus in building new knowledge and activating 

emotional involvement in the writing process. This result is also strengthened by the 

opinion of Ulfiana (2023) who states that media that is contextual and relevant to the 

world of students will increase motivation and facilitate the learning process of 

biographical texts. 

Furthermore, the learning process with the media of idol figures not only helps 

students understand the structure of biographical texts, but also encourages critical and 

creative thinking skills. When students are asked to compose biographical texts based 

on the information of the characters they admire, they do not simply copy the 

information, but must choose important events, arrange the order of the stories, and 

present them in communicative language. This is in accordance with the theory of the 

writing process according to Harmer (2004), which emphasizes that effective writing 

activities occur when students go through the stages of planning, compiling, editing, 

and revising based on sources that are meaningful to them. In this context, the use of 

idol media has provided students with an interesting and personally relevant resource. 

However, this study has some limitations that need to be considered. First, the 

study design involved only one class without a control group, so the results could not 

be generalized to the wider population. The results obtained may be influenced by the 

characteristics of the X-5 class which specifically has an interest in certain figures, so 

the positive response may be different in other classes or schools with different 

backgrounds. Second, the position of the researcher who also plays the role of a teacher 

in the classroom has the potential to cause bias, both in the implementation of actions 

and in the assessment of learning outcomes. Although observation and assessment 

instruments have been validated by experts, direct involvement of researchers in the 

classroom can still affect the objectivity of observation and student motivation due to 

the Hawthorne effect, where students show improved performance simply because they 

feel cared for (Adair, 1984). 

In addition, this study has not tested the effectiveness of idol figure media 

compared to other learning media or conventional methods. The success of improving 

learning outcomes in this study may be influenced by other external factors, such as 

class conditions, initial enthusiasm for the topic, or the novelty of the method. 

Therefore, follow-up research is recommended using a quasi-experimental design with 

a control group to test the effectiveness of idol figure media comparatively, as well as 

reach a wider range of research subjects so that the results can be generalized. Thus, 

although the media of idol figures shows great potential in improving the skills of 
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writing biographical texts, the results of this study need to be interpreted carefully by 

considering the context, limitations, and potential biases that exist. 

 

Conclusion 

Based on the results of research conducted in class X-5 of SMA Negeri 6 Malang, 

the use of idol media in learning to write biographical texts shows an increase in 

students' writing skills from the stage before to after the action, marked by an increase 

in average scores in each cycle. These findings indicate that the media of idol figures 

has positive potential in helping students understand the structure and content of 

biographical texts more easily and contextually. However, the results of this study need 

to be interpreted carefully because it was only conducted in one class without a control 

group, so it cannot be generalized to other classes or schools with different 

characteristics. In addition, the involvement of researchers who also play the role of 

teachers has the potential to affect the objectivity of the learning and assessment 

process. Therefore, it is suggested that teachers can use idol media as an alternative to 

writing learning strategies by choosing characters that suit students' interests to 

increase motivation and learning engagement, and further research needs to be carried 

out with quasi-experimental designs and more diverse subjects to test the effectiveness 

of this media more broadly and objectively. 
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